CLASSIFICATION 57

Approved For Rele4$8 7081/8570'5 G X-REPEY-00457 RGTHED
INFORMATION REPORT cpwno.
25X1A

COUNTRY  Korea CONFIDENTIAL DATE DISTR. 11 APR 50

%

SUBJECT Discharge of North Korean Officiais NO. Of-" ?AGES 2
i&%gmr-:u R A

25X1D'§TE OF SUPPLEMENT TO
INFO. 25X1X REPORT NO.

8. 31 AND 3R, 48 ADENDED. 170 TEAWSHISSION OR THE RSUCLATION ’_?.:'
IT3 CONTENTS IN ANY UANINER TO AR ORAUIRORIZZD PERIOH ¥3 PRO-
RITITED BY LAY, OEPRODUCTION OF TRIS FORY I3 PROMIDITED.

SOURCE
25X1X

4. Pressure from Korean and Chinsse elements in Monchuria e resulting in the
removal of officials from North Korean political and government assignments.
The background of this pressure is as follows: When the Chinese Communists
advanced intc Manchuria in October 1945, with the Korean Volunteer Army,
they strengthened their control of the Korean sebtlaed areas, particularly
Chientao Province, by enlisting local Korean Communists to aid them in
liquidating Manchikuo officizls and Korean and Chinese landlords. Koreans
in Manchuria were urged to ioin the Chinese Communist Party, and many
Joined who had not previously been Communist. In the subsequent communizing
program, the Chinese used Korean Communists to dispose of Korean landlords,
and many Koreans gained great influence and power in Manchuria.

<~ A3 the Chinese learned the short Communist background of many of their Man-
zhurian workers, however, they began to force them cut of the Chinese Come
munist Party. The policy was to remove all Koreans who had net been
Communists before the Japanese surrender from all official positions in
both Manchuria and North Kerea. Many of the Xorean post-war Communists who
had returned from Manchuria to North Koreaz and obtained government poszitions
have been subjected to pressure from the Chinese since July 1946, Per-
sistent demands for their dismisssal have been made by WENG Wen~t ‘ao
(g% X Z?' 1, political commissicner of the Yenkuo (jgé igl»}* Special Rep~
resentative’s Office of the Kirin provincial governmént.

i

In consequence, North Korean officials who once belonged to the Chinese
Communist Party have in many cazes been removed from their positions . ** Among
those dismissed ara:

a. AN Sieung ( ﬁ% ), aged 47, a native of Onsong (130=00, 42-55),
North Hamgyong Province, who was imprisoned for three years in connec—
tion with a Communist ineident in North Hamgyong during the war but
who did not join the Chinese Communist Party until after the Japanese
aurrender. He lives in North Hamgyong but has no regular residence or
employment .
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b. CHI Hi~ky8m ( i‘lf,*,{fg ¥ ), amed 48, = native of Kydhgs¥ug {129-40; 4i~
40) County, North amgyong Province, He was imprisoned for seven
years because of a Communist incident in Chientao, joined the CCP
afher the war, and became chairman of the Democratic League ( [3’(; S
;ﬂ ;a-,) in Yenkuo. He later returned to North Korea and obtained a

government post in Pyongyang. He was expelled from the CCP and lost

his job later on; his present location is unknown.
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¢. KANG Tong-chu. (:%E }.i‘i ); aged 45, born in Xirin Province and graduate
of a middle school there, was imprisoned for five years because of the
30 May Incident. A building contractor before the war » he joined the
CCFP after the Japanese surrender- [s was appointed chairman of the
Kirin Provincial Committee for control of commerce and industry, in
which capacity he was responsible for the death of more Lhan five
thousand Chinese and Koreans. Upon returning to North Korea, he was
employed ®5 a member of the Youth Friendship Party in Hoeryong (129
45, L2-25); he has no fixed residence in North Xorea.

d. PAE ‘I'ong—kgn (%ﬁ { ﬂf Js aged LO, a native of gyongsong, North )
Hampvong Province; was imprisoned in So Tae Mun ( 47 # /| ) Prison for
tsn years for his leadership of the 30 ¥ay Incident. He joined the
CCP immediately after the end of the war. In 1947, he was dismissed
from his position of chairman of the North Hamgyong Provineial Con-
gumers? Cooperative Society, ostensibly for ambezzlement, but actually
because he was in disfavor with the party. He returned to Chientao,
where he is now a farmer '

@

PAK Chae-ha (4 % ,ﬁ ), joined the Chinese Communist Party immediately
after the war and became vice principal of the Politicsl and Military
University of Yenkuo, then principal of the Pyongyanp Eccnomics Collega.
In April 1948, he was arrcsted aad removed by the Peace Preservation
Bureau (? State Security Bureau ?) and has not been heard of since.

f.  YIM Kye~hak { K X P51 ), after the var, he was demuty mayor of
Imngchingtsun (1 még L2-lt7} 2nd chairman of the Yenkuo Liquidation
Committee, then, in March 1947, chief of the Pyongyangz National Library.
From this po3t he was discharged in October 1947 and has been unenvloyed
=ince; he lives in Imngchingtsun.

However, one prominent North Xorean merber of #he Chinese Communist Party who
Joined immediately after the war has been able to maintain his vosition as
renresentative of the XKorean Commnist Party members in Manchuria and as their
liaison officer with the North Korean goverament at Pyongyang. He is CH'OE
Mun~-ho (%jf_ 5‘( # ). aged 55, a native of Cuwong: his official nost is on the
Racial Committee ( & %z é. 4 ) at Yencht (129-31, h2-55).

* _ Yenkuo is unidentified. It 1s bellsved that Yennien may
be meant.

- _ The actunl reason for the removal of Korsams fron office by
Chinese Communist vressure is very doubtful. The foreing out of mogt-war
Communists may be nart of the general intermational nurge of versons whose
ideological devotion to the varty is doubtful and of old-time Comrunists vho
may have become tainted with nationalism or have incurred narty susnieion of
their loyalty or usefulness. It is possible also that the CCP wishes to dis-
sociate 1tself from Koreans vwhose activities in the immediste wnstwar periecd
will not hear too close scrutiny and from versons whose rermbershiv in the
party was a natter of exvediency or opwortunism, as well ag from non-Chinese
elerments.
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